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Expository 
Nonfiction
During this six-week unit, the students immerse themselves in 
nonfiction texts about topics of interest to them, and then partners 
select one of those topics to research together in some depth. Each 
pair of students writes, revises, and publishes an informational 
report about that topic. The students explore ways in which authors 
present information in expository text, and they learn about text 
features such as graphs, tables, and bibliographies. They learn 
research skills, such as evaluating the credibility of sources, taking 
notes, and organizing information into subtopics. Partners write an 
introduction to their report that captures the reader’s interest and 
a conclusion that follows from the information presented. They 
use facts, definitions, details, and quotations to add substance to 
their writing and employ transitional words and phrases to show 
sequence and location and to connect ideas. They distinguish 
between informal and formal writing styles and use a formal 
style in writing their reports. The students practice relevant skills 
and conventions, such as citing sources, quoting or paraphrasing 
information while avoiding plagiarism, and correcting run-on 
sentences and sentence fragments. Partners learn to share books 
and materials fairly, make decisions together, and take responsibility 
for their own part of the work.

Genre
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Read-alouds
 • If the World Were a Village: A Book about the  
World’s People

 • The Technology Behind Everyday Appliances

 • The Technology Behind Amazing Built Structures

 • A Teen Guide to Being Eco in Your Community

 • Ouch! The Weird & Wild Ways Your Body Deals with 
Agonizing Aches, Ferocious Fevers, Lousy Lumps,  
Crummy Colds, Bothersome Bites, Breaks, Bruises & 
Burns & Makes Them Feel Better!

Writing About Reading Activities
 • “Evaluate the Credibility of a Source”

 • “Write Opinions About a Nonfiction Text”

Technology Mini-lessons
 • Mini-lesson 1, “Navigating Safely Online”

 • Mini-lesson 2, “Maintaining Privacy Online”

 • Mini-lesson 3, “Showing Respect in Digital 
Communications”

 • Mini-lesson 4, “Choosing Effective Search Terms”

 • Mini-lesson 5, “Understanding Search Results”

 • Mini-lesson 6, “Narrowing Search Results and  
Using Filters”

 • Mini-lesson 7, “Evaluating Research Sources”

 • Mini-lesson 8, “Citing Online Sources”

 • Mini-lesson 9, “Creating Documents”

 • Mini-lesson 10, “Creating Presentations”

R E S O U R C E S

Expository NonfictionGenre

Online Resources
Visit the CCC Learning Hub (ccclearninghub.org) to find your online resources for this unit.

Whiteboard Activities
 • WA1–WA25

Assessment Forms
 • “Class Assessment Record” sheets (CA1–CA9)

 • “Conference Notes” record sheets (CN1–CN2)

 • “Individual Writing Assessment” record 
sheet (IA1)

 • “Student Self-assessment” record sheet (SA1)

Reproducibles
 • Expository Nonfiction genre unit family 
letter (BLM1)

 • “Excerpt from If the World Were a 
Village” (BLM2)

Professional Development Media
 • “Building a Community of Writers” (AV1)

 • “Predictable Structure of the Writing 
Lessons” (AV3)

 • “Managing Pair Conferences” (AV8)

 • “Cooperative Structures Overview” (AV9)

 • “Using ‘Turn to Your Partner’ ” (AV11)

 • “Using ‘Think, Pair, Share’ ” (AV13)

 • “Asking Facilitative Questions” (AV22)

 • “Introducing Vocabulary During a  
Read-aloud” (AV30)

 • “Adapting Lessons for English Language 
Learners” (AV32)

 • “Conferring About Expository 
Nonfiction” (AV46)

 • “Cultivating Curiosity in Expository 
Writing” (AV47)

 • “Supporting Note-taking and Partner 
Work” (AV48)

 • “Creating a Class Blog” tutorial (AV76)

 • “Using Presentation Tools” tutorial (AV77)
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Technology Extensions
 • “Use a Class Blog for Reflection”

 • “Explore Ways to Visually Represent Information”

 • “Create Multimedia Presentations”

Extensions
 • “Read and Compare Parts of If America Were a Village 
and If the World Were a Village”

 • “Read More from The Technology Behind Everyday 
Appliances”

 • “Read More from The Technology Behind Amazing Built 
Structures”

 • “Continue Research During Other Times of the Day”

 • “Explore Other Strategies for Organizing Notes”

 • “Discuss Elements of Nonfiction Across the  
School Day”

 • “Discuss Text Features in Other Nonfiction”

 • “Explore Strong Opening Sentences for Subtopics”

 • “Teach Cooperative Structures for Group Work”

 • “Write Letters Home About Nonfiction”

Skill Practice Teaching Guide and  
Student Skill Practice Book
 • Lesson 1, “Complete Sentences”

 • Lesson 2, “Compound Sentences”

 • Lesson 3, “Dependent and Independent Clauses”

 • Lesson 4, “Combining Sentences”

 • Lesson 5, “Sentence Fragments and Run-on Sentences”

 • Lesson 22, “Formal and Informal English”

 • Lesson 23, “Consistency in Style and Tone”

 • Lesson 27, “Punctuating Dialogue”

 • Lesson 29, “Capitalizing and Punctuating Titles”

Assessment Resource Book
 • Expository Nonfiction genre unit assessments

Writing Performance Task Preparation Guide
 • Informational/Explanatory Writing unit

Student Writing Handbook
 • “Excerpts from The Technology Behind Everyday 
Appliances”

 • “Excerpts from The Technology Behind Amazing Built 
Structures (1)”

 • “Contents Page from A Teen Guide to Being Eco in Your 
Community”

 • “Characteristics of a Good Research Source”

 • “How to Record Important Information About 
Research Sources”

 • “Informal and Formal Writing Styles”

 • “Excerpt from Ouch!”

 • “Excerpt from The Technology Behind Amazing Built 
Structures (2)”

 • “Excerpts from A Teen Guide to Being Eco in Your 
Community”

 • “Elements of a Bibliography”

 • Word Bank

 • Proofreading Notes
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Elements of Nonfiction Writing Craft Language Skills and Conventions

Grade  

K
 •Writing observations and facts about a topic
 •Exploring text features (e.g., tables of 
contents, labels)

 •Generating questions
 •Conducting interviews to gather information 
about both a person in the school and a 
partner
 •Examining objects to determine facts 
about them

 •Exploring writing and punctuating sentences
 •Using question words
 •Approximating spelling
 •Using the word wall

Grade  

1
 •Exploring characteristics and features of 
nonfiction text (e.g., tables of contents, 
chapters)
 •Writing facts, questions, and other true 
information
 •Writing about themselves, the class, a place in 
the school, partners, and favorite objects

 •Generating questions
 •Conducting interviews to gather information 
about partners
 •Examining objects to determine facts 
about them
 •Writing opening and closing sentences 

 •Capitalizing the beginnings of sentences and 
using ending punctuation
 •Using question marks
 •Proofreading for spelling, punctuation, and 
capitalization

Grade  

2
 •Writing questions, observations, notes, facts, 
and other true information
 •Exploring text features (e.g., tables of 
contents, glossaries, illustrations, and 
diagrams)
 •Participating in shared research about polar 
regions and selecting a topic to write about

 •Generating questions
 • Listening to short passages of text and 
reporting what was learned
 •Guided writing of brief notes about what 
was learned
 •Using temporal words
 •Writing opening and closing sentences

 •Capitalizing the beginnings of sentences and 
using ending punctuation
 •Using question marks
 •Proofreading for spelling, punctuation, and 
capitalization

Grade  

3
 •Exploring Q&A, ABC, and other nonfiction 
formats
 •Selecting an animal to research and 
write about
 •Exploring text features (e.g., tables of 
contents, illustrations, and captions) 

 •Doing pre-research writing and generating 
questions
 • Identifying effective keywords for an 
Internet search
 •Taking notes and organizing information by 
subtopic
 •Employing facts, details, and definitions 
related to the topic
 •Using transitional words and phrases
 •Writing interesting introductions and endings
 •Writing tables of contents

 •Recognizing and correcting run-on sentences
 •Recognizing and correcting sentence 
fragments
 •Proofreading for spelling, punctuation, and 
grammar 

D E V E LO P M E N T  AC R O S S  T H E  G R A D E S

Expository NonfictionGenre

(c o n t i n u e s )
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Elements of Nonfiction Writing Craft Language Skills and Conventions

Grade  

4
 •Exploring Q&A and other nonfiction formats
 •Selecting a country to research and 
write about
 •Exploring text features (e.g., maps and 
diagrams) 

 •Doing pre-research writing and narrowing 
research focus
 • Identifying effective keywords for an 
Internet search
 •Taking notes and organizing information by 
subtopic
 •Employing facts and examples related to 
the topic
 •Using transitional words and phrases
 •Writing interesting introductions and endings
 •Writing author biography sections and tables 
of contents

 •Capitalizing languages, religions, and holidays
 •Recognizing and correcting run-on sentences
 •Recognizing and correcting sentence 
fragments
 •Proofreading for spelling, punctuation, and 
grammar 

Grade  

5
 •Exploring different ways to communicate 
information
 •Selecting any nonfiction topic to research 
and write about
 •Exploring text features (e.g., sidebars and 
glossaries)

 •Doing pre-research writing and narrowing 
research focus
 • Identifying effective keywords for an 
Internet search
 •Taking notes and organizing information by 
subtopic
 •Employing facts and examples related to 
the topic
 •Using transitional words and phrases
 •Creating text features
 •Writing interesting introductions
 •Writing author biography sections

 •Citing sources correctly in a bibliography
 •Recognizing and correcting run-on sentences
 •Recognizing and correcting sentence 
fragments
 •Proofreading for spelling, punctuation, and 
grammar 

Grade  

6
 •Exploring different ways to communicate 
information
 •Selecting any nonfiction topic to research 
and write about
 •Exploring text features (such as labeled 
diagrams, photos, illustrations, captions, 
graphs, and tables) and various ways of 
organizing expository nonfiction

 •Doing pre-research writing and narrowing 
research focus
 •Evaluating the credibility of sources
 •Taking notes and organizing information by 
subtopic
 •Employing facts, examples, precise language, 
and quotations related to the topic
 •Quoting or paraphrasing information while 
avoiding plagiarism
 •Using transitional words and phrases
 •Establishing and maintaining a formal style
 •Creating text features
 •Writing interesting introductions
 •Writing conclusions that follow from the 
information presented

 •Citing sources correctly in a bibliography
 •Recognizing and correcting run-on sentences
 •Recognizing and correcting sentence 
fragments
 •Proofreading for spelling, punctuation, and 
grammar

D E V E LO P M E N T  AC R O S S  T H E  G R A D E S (c o n t i n u e d )
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G R A D E  6  OV E RV I E W

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

Immersion and Topic Exploration

Week 

1
Exploring Nonfiction:
If the World Were a 
Village
Focus:
 •Nonfiction topics

Exploring Nonfiction:
The Technology Behind 
Everyday Appliances
Quick-write:
 •Generating questions 
about a nonfiction topic

Exploring Nonfiction:
The Technology Behind 
Amazing Built Structures
Quick-write:
 •Generating questions 
about a nonfiction topic

Exploring Nonfiction:
A Teen Guide to Being Eco 
in Your Community
Focus:
 •Nonfiction topics

Exploring Nonfiction:
A Teen Guide to Being Eco 
in Your Community
Focus:
 •Nonfiction topics

Week 

2
Exploring Nonfiction:
Ouch!
Focus:
 •Nonfiction topics

Exploring Nonfiction:
Ouch!
Focus:
 •Nonfiction topics

Exploring Nonfiction:
Ouch!
Focus:
 •Nonfiction topics

Exploring Nonfiction:
Ouch!
Focus:
 •What topics do we care 
about?

Exploring Nonfiction and 
Pair Conferring
Focus:
 •Cultivating and 
expressing curiosity

Topic Selection, Research, and Drafting

Week 

3
Selecting Topics
Focus:
 •Agreeing on a topic;  
pre-research writing

Developing Research 
Questions
Focus:
 •Generating questions; 
searching for information

Researching and Taking 
Notes
Focus:
 •Taking notes; evaluating 
the credibility of sources; 
avoiding plagiarism 

Researching and Taking 
Notes
Focus:
 •Taking notes; evaluating 
the credibility of sources

Researching and Taking 
Notes
Focus:
 •Reviewing and adding 
to notes

Week 

4
Organizing Research
Focus:
 •Organizing notes and 
researching further where 
necessary 

Drafting and Pair 
Conferring
Focus:
 •Drafting and 
paragraphing

Drafting and Pair 
Conferring
Focus:
 •Drafting and 
paragraphing; adding 
facts and details

Drafting and Pair 
Conferring
Focus:
 •Drafting

Drafting and Pair 
Conferring
Focus:
 •Using transitional words 
and phrases

Revision, Proofreading, and Publication

Week 

5
Drafting and Pair 
Conferring
Focus:
 •Adding precise language 
and detail; adding 
quotations

Drafting and Pair 
Conferring
Focus:
 • Formal and informal 
writing styles

Drafting and Pair 
Conferring
Focus:
 •Adding text features

Drafting and Pair 
Conferring
Focus:
 •Drafting introductions 
and conclusions

Group Conferring
Focus:
 •Does it all make sense?

Week 

6
Revising and 
Proofreading
Focus:
 •Run-on sentences

Proofreading
Focus:
 •Sentence fragments

Writing Final Versions
Focus:
 •Creating bibliographies

Writing Final Versions 
and Publishing
Focus:
 •Author’s Chair sharing

Writing Final Versions 
and Publishing
Focus:
 •Author’s Chair sharing
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Week 1

If the World Were a 
Village: A Book about 
the World’s People
by David J. Smith, illustrated 
by Shelagh Armstrong
If the world were a village 
of just 100 people, 21 of 
them would speak a Chinese 
dialect, 14 would be unable 
to read or write, and only 56 
would have enough to eat.

The Technology 
Behind Everyday 
Appliances
by Nicolas Brasch
Readers learn about 
the technology behind 
common household 
appliances such as 
lightbulbs, zippers, 
refrigerators, televisions, 
and cell phones.

The Technology 
Behind Amazing Built 
Structures
by Nicolas Brasch
Readers learn about  
amazing structures, such 
as the Egyptian pyramids, 
Mount Rushmore, the 
Hoover Dam, and the 
Statue of Liberty, and the 
technology that makes  
them possible.

A Teen Guide to 
Being Eco in Your 
Community
by Cath Senker
This book explores ways 
for teenagers to promote 
environmentally friendly 
habits and projects in their 
communities and schools.

OV E RV I E W

Online Resources
Visit the CCC Learning Hub (ccclearninghub.org) to find your online resources for this week.

Whiteboard Activities
 • WA1–WA3

Assessment Form
 • “Class Assessment Record” sheet (CA1)

Professional Development Media
 • “Cooperative Structures Overview” (AV9)

 • “Using ‘Turn to Your Partner’ ” (AV11)

 • “Using ‘Think, Pair, Share’ ” (AV13)

 • “Introducing Vocabulary During a  
Read-aloud” (AV30)

 • “Cultivating Curiosity in Expository 
Writing” (AV47)
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Writing Focus
 • Students hear and discuss expository nonfiction.
 • Students explore different ways to organize and present information 
in nonfiction.
 • Students begin reading and writing about topics that interest them.
 • Students cultivate curiosity about nonfiction topics.

Social Development Focus
 • Students act in fair and caring ways.
 • Students make decisions and solve problems respectfully.

DO AHEAD
 ✓ Consider reading this unit’s read-aloud selections with your English 
Language Learners before you read them to the whole class. 
Stop during the reading to discuss vocabulary and to check for 
understanding. Or, do a picture walk and have partners who speak 
the same primary language talk to each other in that language about 
what they see in the illustrations.

 ✓ Prior to Day 1, decide how you will randomly assign partners 
to work together during this unit. For suggestions about 
assigning partners, see “Random Pairing” on page xxix and 
“Considerations for Pairing ELLs” on page liii. For more 
information, view “Cooperative Structures Overview” (AV9).

 ✓ Prior to Day 4, collect nonfiction books, magazines, articles, and 
other written materials on a variety of topics, particularly topics 
related to life on Earth and human welfare, natural phenomena, 
environmental issues, technology, and the human body. Select  
texts that are informational (expository) and that represent a  
variety of nonfiction styles. In addition, you might include science 
and social studies topics that the students are learning about or are 
interested in.

TEACHER AS WRITER

“Curiosity urges you on—the 
driving force.”

— John Dos Passos

Nonfiction writers aren’t 
necessarily experts on the topics 
they write about, but they are 
curious and ask themselves 
questions, conduct research, and 
communicate what they learn in 
interesting ways.

In this unit, the students write 
about topics that interest them. 
List some topics you are curious 
about. Consider:
 • What part of the world do you 
wish you knew more about?
 • What in the natural world 
have you always wanted to 
understand?
 • What is something you take 
for granted that you wish you 
knew more about?
 • What current event has a 
history that you want to learn 
more about?

(continues)
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DO AHEAD (continued)

 ✓ Prior to Day 4, make a copy of the “Class Assessment Record” 
sheet (CA1) on page 98 of the Assessment Resource Book.

 ✓ (Optional) Prior to Day 4, to help the students learn how to 
participate safely in online communities, you might teach 
the following Technology Mini-lessons in Appendix A: Mini-
lesson 1, “Navigating Safely Online”; Mini-lesson 2, “Maintaining 
Privacy Online”; and Mini-lesson 3, “Showing Respect in Digital 
Communications.” For more information, see “About Digital 
Citizenship Lessons” on page 884.
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In this lesson, the students:
 •Work with new partners

 •Hear and discuss expository nonfiction

 •Explore how information is organized and presented

 •Explore and write about topics that interest them

ABOUT TEACHING NONFICTION WRITING
There are three phases to the Expository Nonfiction genre unit in  
grade 6: Immersion and Topic Exploration; Topic Selection, Research, and 
Drafting; and Revision, Proofreading, and Publication. During each phase, the 
students learn interesting ways to organize and present information while 
cultivating their own curiosity about a variety of topics.

In Weeks 1 and 2, the students read nonfiction texts about various topics—in  
particular topics related to the welfare of the global population, the 
environment and conservation, science, technology, and the human body—and 
they write short pieces about the interesting things they learn about those 
topics. This process prepares them to select, in pairs, topics of interest to 
research and write informational reports about. During Weeks 3 and 4, pairs 
of students research their chosen topics and begin drafting their informational 
reports. The final two weeks of the unit are spent revising, proofreading, and 
exploring nonfiction craft and conventions and integrating these as appropriate 
into their final drafts.

The structure of this unit can be used as a model when having students 
research, write, and publish on a variety of topics, including nature, inventions, 
countries, and other social studies or science topics.

GETTING READY TO WRITE
1 Pair Students and Discuss Working Together

Randomly assign partners and make sure they know each other’s 
names (see “Do Ahead” on page 409). Have the students bring  
their notebooks and pencils and gather with partners sitting together, 
facing you.

Explain that over the next six weeks, partners will work together to 
explore writing nonfiction. They will hear and discuss interesting 
nonfiction books and write about topics that interest them.

Materials
 • If the World Were a Village

 •Birmingham 1963 from Unit 1

 •Mysterious Disappearances from 
Unit 1

 •Sneed B. Collard III’s Most Fun 
Book Ever About Lizards from 
Unit 1

 •Chart paper and a marker

 •“Writing Time” chart (WA1)

Teacher Note
The partners you assign today will stay 
together for the unit. If necessary, take a 
few minutes at the beginning of today’s 
lesson to let them get to know each 
other better by talking informally in a 
relaxed atmosphere.

Teacher Note
If you are teaching other programs 
from Center for the Collaborative 
Classroom, the students can work within 
partnerships already established, or you 
may assign new partners for the writing 
lessons.

Exploring Nonfiction Day 1
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Have partners take a few minutes to talk about some of the things they 
have written so far this year. Signal for the students’ attention and ask:

Q What did you learn about the writing your partner has done this year?

2 Introduce Nonfiction
Show the covers of Sneed B. Collard III’s Most Fun Book Ever About Lizards, 
Mysterious Disappearances, and Birmingham 1963 from Unit 1. Remind 
the students that they heard these examples of nonfiction earlier in the 
year. Ask and briefly discuss:

Q What do you know about nonfiction?

Students might say:

“ Nonfiction is real. It’s about true things.”

“ I agree with [Jaime] because you can learn facts from nonfiction.”

“ In addition to what [Xavier] said, it can be about science or history.”

Point out that nonfiction writers present true information on topics 
they are curious about. They write about these topics in ways that help 
readers become curious about the topics as well. Explain that in the 
coming weeks, the students will hear different examples of nonfiction to 
help them get ideas for their own nonfiction writing.

3 Read Aloud Parts of If the World Were a Village
Show the cover of If the World Were a Village and read the title and the 
author’s and illustrator’s names aloud. Explain that you will read parts 
of this book aloud. Point out that, while this book might look like some 
fiction books, it is in fact nonfiction. Invite the students to think about 
how the author presents the nonfiction information in this book.

Read page 7 aloud slowly and clearly. Then read it a second time, asking 
the students to listen for any information they might have missed in the 
first reading. At the end of page 7, ask and briefly discuss:

Q What is the author asking us to imagine in this book?

Q Why do you think the author is doing this?

Students might say:

“ He’s asking us to imagine the whole population of the world as a 
village of just 100 people.”

“ In the global village we’re imagining, each person represents  
72 million people in the real world.”

“ He’s asking us to imagine the world this way because it’s easier to 
think about 100 people than it is to think about 7 billion people. That’s 
a huge number.”

“ Imagining the world as a village of 100 people is a way to make the 
big numbers easier to understand.”

Teacher Note
If necessary, remind the students to  
use the discussion prompts to connect 
their ideas to those of others. The 
prompts are:

 • “I agree with  because . . .”

 • “I disagree with    
because . . .”

 • “In addition to what  said,  
I think . . .”

Teacher Note
To give the students a reference for  
100 people, you might tell them how 
many classes in your school, combined, 
would yield about 100 people.

Teacher Note
If your students are familiar with the 
concept of ratios, you might describe 
the relationship between the number of 
people in the imaginary “global village” 
and in the real world as a ratio. For 
example, you might point out that the 
ratio of people in the global village to 
people in the real world is 1 :72,000,000 
because for every 1 person in the global 
village, there are 72 million people in the 
real world.
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Reread the last sentence on page 7. Then turn to page 17 and continue 
reading aloud slowly and clearly, stopping as described below. Clarify 
vocabulary as you read.

Stop after:

 p. 21 “ There are also another 6 people who are retired, who do not wish to 
work or who cannot work.”

Ask and briefly discuss:

Q What have you found out so far about the world and its people? Turn to 
your partner.

Without discussing the question as a class, reread the last sentence 
before the stop and continue reading to the end of page 27.

Suggested Vocabulary
illiterate: not able to read or write (p. 21)
malaria: life-threatening disease that is spread by mosquitoes (p. 27)
immunizations: treatments that help to resist or prevent diseases (p. 27)
vaccinations: medicines used in immunizations (p. 27)

ELL Vocabulary
English Language Learners may benefit from hearing additional 
vocabulary defined, including:
severely undernourished: weak and sick from not eating enough food (p. 17)
possession: something owned (p. 22)
renewable sources: sources that cannot run out (p. 25)

4 Discuss the Reading and Generate  
Nonfiction Topics
Ask and briefly discuss:

Q What did you find out about the world and its people from the reading?

Students might say:

“ I found out that a lot of people don’t have enough food to eat or clean 
water to drink.”

“ I learned that not all kids get to go to school, and not everyone can 
read or write.”

“ Most people in the world get energy from fossil fuels. Also, I learned 
that not everyone has electricity.”

“ I learned that in general, people today live much longer than they 
did 100 years ago.”

Teacher Note
As you read, you might refer to a world 
map when helpful.

Teacher Note
To review the procedure for “Turn to  
Your Partner,” see Unit 1, Week 1,  
Day 2, Step 2 on  
page 16. To see an 
example, view “Using 
‘Turn to Your 
Partner’ ” (AV11).

Teacher Note
To review the procedure for defining 
vocabulary during the read-aloud, see 
Unit 1, Week 1, Day 5,  
Step 2 on page 27. For 
more information, view 
“Introducing 
Vocabulary During a 
Read-aloud” (AV30).

Teacher Note
If time permits, you might read aloud 
additional sections of If the World Were 
a Village.
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Use “Think, Pair, Share” to discuss:

Q What topics in this book might you want to know more about? [pause] 
Turn to your partner.

After partners have shared their thinking, have a few volunteers share 
their ideas with the class.

Students might say:

“ I’m interested in world hunger and the reasons why many people 
don’t have enough food.”

“ I want to know more about malaria and why it’s such a big problem.”

“ I want to know more about why some people don’t have safe drinking 
water and what can be done to get them safe water.”

“ I want to find out about different sources of energy, but especially 
wind energy.”

Record their ideas on a sheet of chart paper titled “Topics We Want to 
Know More About.”

Topics We Want to Know 
More About

− World hunger: Why do many people not have 
enough food?

− Malaria: What is malaria, and why is it a big 
problem in parts of the world?

− Drinking water: Why don’t some people have 
safe water to drink, and what can be done to 
solve this?

− Energy sources: How does wind energy work?

5 Review Nonfiction Topics in Writing Notebooks
Ask the students to open to the writing ideas section of their notebooks 
and review the nonfiction topics they have listed so far this year. Ask 
and briefly discuss:

Q What nonfiction topics on your list have you written about so far  
this year?

Q Which of those topics are you still interested in writing about?

Have the students put stars next to topics they still want to explore and 
write about.

Teacher Note
Remember to pause for 10 seconds for 
the students to think before you say, 
“Turn to your partner.” To review the 
procedure for “Think, Pair, Share,” see 
Unit 1, Week 1, Day 5, 
Step 1 on page 26. To 
see an example, view 
“Using ‘Think, Pair, 
Share’ ” (AV13).

Teacher Note
Record the students’ ideas so that each 
topic is broad enough to be researched 
as the starting point for an informational 
report. If the students have difficulty 
identifying topics, suggest some like 
those in the “Students might say” and 
then ask the question again.

Teacher Note
Save the “Topics We Want to Know  
More About” chart to use throughout 
Weeks 1 and 2.
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Explain that during Writing Time today the students may add nonfiction 
topics to the writing ideas section in their notebooks or write about 
anything else they choose. Make If the World Were a Village available for 
interested students to look at if they wish.

WRITING TIME
6 Write Independently

Have the students sit at desks with partners together. Display the 
“Writing Time” chart (  WA1) and have them write for 20–30 minutes.

WA1
Writing Time
 •Add nonfiction topics to your writing ideas section.
 •Write about anything you choose.

If necessary, remind the students to double-space their writing. Also, 
review that during Writing Time there should be no talking, whispering, 
or walking around. Join the students in writing for a few minutes; then 
walk around the room and observe them, assisting students as needed.

Signal to let the students know when Writing Time is over.

SHARING AND REFLECTING
7 Share Writing and Reflect

Ask partners to briefly tell each other what they wrote about today. 
Encourage them to listen carefully, as they will be responsible for sharing 
with the class what their partners wrote about.

After a moment, signal for the students’ attention and ask:

Q What did your partner write about today?

Q What did you and your partner do to work well together when talking and 
sharing your writing?

EXTENSION
Read and Compare Parts of If America Were a 
Village and If the World Were a Village
If your students particularly enjoyed If the World Were a Village, you 
might obtain a copy of the book If America Were a Village: A Book about 
the People of the United States, by David J. Smith, and read sections aloud.

Teacher Note
Note that on Days 1, 2, and 3 of this 
week, the students may write nonfiction 
or anything else they choose. On Day 4, 
after exposure to a few more examples 
of nonfiction, they will all begin writing 
in this genre.

 E ELL Note
You might provide the prompt “My 
partner wrote about . . .” to your 
English Language Learners to help them 
verbalize their answers to this question.
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Then facilitate a class discussion to compare what the students learned 
about America and its people in If America Were a Village with what they 
learned about the world and its people in If the World Were a Village. In 
particular, invite the students to compare information about the ages, 
wealth, resource consumption, and health of people in the United States 
with information about people in the global village.

In this lesson, the students:
 •Hear and discuss expository nonfiction

 •Explore how information is organized and presented

 •Quick-write questions they could ask about a nonfiction topic

 •Explore and write about topics that interest them

 •Cultivate curiosity

ABOUT CULTIVATING CURIOSITY AS A WRITER
Curiosity is an important quality for students to cultivate, both as readers 
and as budding writers of nonfiction. We want them to learn that they do not 
need to know everything about a topic before they start writing about it; it is 
enough to be curious about it and to know how to go about finding information. 
Writing is a process of discovering what we do not know, finding out about 
those things, and communicating about them in ways that inform and/or make 
others curious, too.

To support the goal of cultivating curiosity, consider scheduling field trips to 
science or art museums, cultural events, or parks and other natural settings 
during this unit. It is also helpful to collect written materials related to these 
places for the students to explore back in the classroom.

GETTING READY TO WRITE
1 Discuss Curiosity

Have the students bring their notebooks and pencils and gather with 
partners sitting together, facing you. Review that yesterday the students 
began exploring nonfiction. They heard parts of the book If the World 
Were a Village and thought about nonfiction topics they are curious 
about. Ask and briefly discuss:

Q Why might curiosity be an important quality for a writer to have?

Materials
 •The Technology Behind Everyday 
Appliances

 •Student Writing Handbook  
pages 33–43

 •“Topics We Want to Know More 
About” chart from Day 1 and a 
marker

 •“Writing Time” chart (WA2)

Teacher Note
For more information  
about expository 
nonfiction, view 
“Cultivating Curiosity 
in Expository 
Writing” (AV47).

 E ELL Note
If necessary, define curiosity as a “wish 
to know more about something.”

Day 2 Exploring Nonfiction
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Students might say:

“ It’s good for writers to be curious so they can find out about a lot of 
interesting things and write about them.”

“ If writers aren’t curious, they won’t get interested in anything to  
write about.”

Explain that writers do not need to know a lot about a topic when 
they begin writing about it, but they do need to be curious about it. 
By researching things they are curious about, they gather interesting 
information that they can share with others in their writing.

Explain that today you will read parts of another nonfiction book  
aloud. Encourage the students to think as they listen about what 
interests them.

2 Read Aloud Parts of The Technology Behind Everyday 
Appliances
Show the cover of The Technology Behind Everyday Appliances and read 
the title and the author’s name aloud. Briefly explain that an appliance 
is a “device or piece of equipment that is designed to perform a specific 
task.” Explain that you will read several chapters of the book aloud, 
and invite the students to follow along by turning to Student Writing 
Handbook pages 33–43, where these pages are reproduced.

Read the table of contents aloud, including the boxed text that explains 
the “Word Watch” and “Web Watch” features. Then read pages 4–7 
and 10–13 aloud slowly and clearly, pointing out headings, captions, text 
features, and diagrams. Use the “Word Watch” boxes to define words in 
bold type, and clarify additional vocabulary as you read.

ELL Vocabulary
English Language Learners may benefit from hearing the following 
vocabulary defined:
engineers: people who design and build machines and buildings (p. 4)
groove: long, narrow cut or hole (p. 6)
clockwise: to the right (p. 7; boxed text)
counterclockwise: to the left (p. 7; boxed text)
filament: thin, coiled wire inside a lightbulb (p. 10)
ban: not allow people to use (p. 10; boxed text)
collide with: crash into (p. 11)
converts to: turns into (p. 12)

Teacher Note
You might choose to read just a few of 
the captions, text boxes, and diagrams 
rather than all of them. You might also 
skip the “Web Watch” text boxes during 
this reading.
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3 Discuss the Reading and Generate  
Nonfiction Topics
Ask and briefly discuss:

Q What is something interesting you’ve learned about an everyday 
appliance?

Q What is another everyday appliance you are curious to learn about? What 
do you want to know about it?

Students might say:

“ I learned that fluorescent lightbulbs are more efficient than 
incandescent lightbulbs.”

“ I learned that zippers are made up of wedges and hooks that connect 
together.”

“ In addition to what [Chloe] said, I learned that the U.S. Navy was the 
first to use zippers in a big way. They put zippers on their uniforms.”

“ I’m curious to learn about cell phones. I’d like to know how they work 
and who invented them.”

Record the students’ ideas on the “Topics We Want to Know More 
About” chart.

Topics We Want to Know 
More About

− World hunger: Why do many people not have 
enough food?

− Malaria: What is malaria, and why is it a big 
problem in parts of the world?

− Drinking water: Why don’t some people have 
safe water to drink, and what can be done to 
solve this?

− Energy sources: How does wind energy work?

− Cell phones: Who invented them, and how do 
they work?

Teacher Note
If the students have difficulty reporting 
things they are curious about, mention 
one or two things you are curious about; 
then ask the question again.

Teacher Note
Remember to record the students’ ideas 
so that the topics are broad enough 
to be researched as the basis for 
information reports.
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Show the cover of The Technology Behind Everyday Appliances again.  
Use “Think, Pair, Share” to discuss:

Q How does the author organize the information in this book? [pause]  
Turn to your partner.

Have a few volunteers share their ideas with the class.

Students might say:

“ The book is organized so that each chapter is about a different 
everyday appliance.”

“ Also, each chapter starts with a question about how the appliance 
works.”

“ The author organizes the information into chapters. Each chapter 
answers a question.”

If necessary, show the table of contents again and point out that the 
author organizes the information in a question-and-answer format. Each 
chapter title poses a question about a particular “everyday appliance,” 
and then the information in each chapter answers the question.

4 Quick-write: Generate Questions About a 
Nonfiction Topic
Ask the students to review the nonfiction topics they starred yesterday 
in their notebooks and pick one that they have not yet written about. 
Have them open to the next blank page in their writing notebooks and 
write that topic at the top of the page. Ask them to think quietly for a 
moment about the following question:

Q If you were going to write a question-and-answer book about the topic you 
chose, what questions could you write about?

Have the students take 5 minutes to jot down their own questions.  
Then have them discuss their topics and questions in pairs. Signal for 
their attention and have them write any additional questions they 
thought of while they were talking. Have a few volunteers share their 
topics and some of their questions with the class.

Explain that during Writing Time today the students may write more 
questions about the topics they chose, questions for other topics that 
interest them, or anything they choose. Make The Technology Behind 
Everyday Appliances available for interested students to look at if  
they wish.

Teacher Note
You might also point out that within 
each chapter, the author uses section 
headings, text boxes, diagrams, and 
captions to organize information about 
each appliance.

 E ELL Note
If necessary, simplify this question by 
rephrasing it in the following way:

Q What topic do you want to know 
more about?

Q What do you want to know about 
that topic? How can you write that 
as a question?
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WRITING TIME
5 Write Independently

Have the students sit at desks with partners together. Display the 
“Writing Time” chart (  WA2) and have them write for 20–30 minutes.

WA2
Writing Time
 •Add to the list of questions you began in the quick-write.
 •Write questions about other nonfiction topics.
 •Write what you know about a particular topic.
 •Write about anything you choose.

Join the students in writing for a few minutes; then walk around the 
room and observe them, assisting students as needed.

Signal to let the students know when Writing Time is over.

SHARING AND REFLECTING
6 Briefly Share Writing and Reflect on Curiosity

Ask partners to talk briefly about what they wrote about today. Ask  
the students to be ready to share with the class what their partners 
wrote about.

After a moment, signal for their attention and ask:

Q What did your partner write that you are curious to know more about?

Have a few volunteers share with the class.

EXTENSION
Read More from The Technology Behind Everyday 
Appliances
Consider reading and discussing other chapters from The Technology 
Behind Everyday Appliances with your students. As a class, use the table 
of contents to select chapters of high interest to read about and discuss. 
Allow the students’ curiosity to guide the reading and discussion.

Technology Tip
If time permits, invite students to 
go online to explore the links in the 
“Web Watch” text boxes. Have them 
report back to the class about what 
they learned. You might also have the 
students create blog posts about what 
they learned and invite their classmates 
to comment on them.
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In this lesson, the students:
 •Hear and discuss expository nonfiction

 •Explore how information is organized and presented

 •Quick-write questions they could ask about a nonfiction topic

 •Explore and write about topics that interest them

 •Cultivate curiosity

GETTING READY TO WRITE
1 Briefly Review Curiosity

Have the students bring their notebooks and pencils and gather  
with partners sitting together, facing you. Review that yesterday 
the students heard parts of the book The Technology Behind Everyday 
Appliances by Nicolas Brasch and thought about nonfiction topics they 
are curious about.

Remind the students that writers do not need to know a lot about a 
topic when they begin writing about it, but they do need to be curious 
about it. By researching things they are curious about, they gather 
interesting information that they can share with others in their writing.

Tell the students that today you will read aloud parts of another book 
from the same The Technology Behind series. Encourage the students to 
think as they listen about what interests them.

2 Read Aloud Parts of The Technology Behind Amazing 
Built Structures
Show the cover of The Technology Behind Amazing Built Structures and 
read the title and the author’s name aloud. Invite the students to follow 
along by turning to Student Writing Handbook pages 44–50, where these 
pages are reproduced.

Show the table of contents and read a few of the chapter titles aloud. 
Then read pages 5–7 and 20–21 aloud slowly and clearly, pointing out 
headings, captions, text features, and diagrams. Use the “Word Watch” 
boxes to define words in bold type, and clarify additional vocabulary  
as you read.

Materials
 •The Technology Behind Amazing 
Built Structures

 •Student Writing Handbook  
pages 44–50

 •“Topics We Want to Know More 
About” chart from Day 2 and a 
marker

 •“Writing Time” chart (WA2) 
from Day 2

Teacher Note
If necessary, briefly point out that 
this book uses a question-and-answer 
format.

Teacher Note
As you did on Day 2, you might choose 
to read just a few of the captions, text 
boxes, and diagrams rather than all of 
them. You might also skip over the  
“Web Watch” text boxes during this 
reading.

Exploring Nonfiction Day 3
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ELL Vocabulary
English Language Learners may benefit from hearing the following 
vocabulary defined:
tombs: graves (p. 5)
human achievement: what people are able to do (p. 5)
archaeologists: people who study civilizations from a long time ago (p. 6)
plotting: planning or designing (p. 6)
level: flat (p. 6)
interlocking: fitting together (p. 21)

3 Discuss the Reading and Generate  
Nonfiction Topics
Ask and briefly discuss:

Q What is something interesting you’ve learned about an amazing built 
structure?

Q What is another amazing built structure you are curious to learn about? 
What do you want to know about it?

Record the students’ ideas on the “Topics We Want to Know More 
About” chart.

Topics We Want to Know 
More About

− World hunger: Why do many people not have 
enough food?

− Malaria: What is malaria, and why is it a big 
problem in parts of the world?

− Drinking water: Why don’t some people have 
safe water to drink, and what can be done to 
solve this?

− Energy sources: How does wind energy work?

− Cell phones: Who invented them, and how do 
they work?

− The Gateway Arch in St. Louis: How was it 
designed and built?

Teacher Note
If the students have difficulty reporting 
a structure they are curious about, 
encourage them to look at the table of 
contents, which is reproduced in their 
Student Writing Handbooks; then ask 
the question again.



Being a Writer™ Sample Lesson, Grade 6 © Center for the Collaborative Classroom collaborativeclassroom.org

Expository Nonfiction • Genre OWeek 1 ODay 3  423

4 Quick-write: Generating Questions About a 
Nonfiction Topic
Remind the students that yesterday they reviewed the nonfiction  
topics they had previously starred in their notebooks and picked one 
that they had not yet written about. Ask them to do the same today with 
a different topic in their notebooks. Have them open to the next blank 
page in their notebooks and write that topic at the top of the page. Ask 
them to think quietly for a moment about the following question:

Q If you were going to write a question-and-answer book about the topic you 
chose, what questions could you write about?

Have the students take 5 minutes to jot down their own questions.  
Then have them discuss their topics and questions in pairs. Signal for 
their attention and have them write any additional questions they 
thought of while they were talking. Have a few volunteers share their 
topics and questions with the class.

Explain that during Writing Time today the students may write more 
questions about the topics they chose, questions for other topics that 
interest them, or anything they choose. Make The Technology Behind 
Amazing Built Structures available for the students to look at, if  
they wish.

WRITING TIME
5 Write Independently

Ask the students to return to their seats with partners sitting together. 
Display the “Writing Time” chart (  WA2) and have them write silently 
for 20–30 minutes.

WA2
Writing Time
 •Add to the list of questions you began in the quick-write.
 •Write questions about other nonfiction topics.
 •Write what you know about a particular topic.
 •Write about anything you choose.

Join the students in writing for a few minutes; then walk around the 
room and observe them, assisting students as needed.

Signal to let the students know when Writing Time is over.

 E ELL Note
If necessary, simplify this question by 
rephrasing it in the following way:

Q What topic do you want to know 
more about?

Q What do you want to know about 
that topic? How can you write that 
as a question?
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SHARING AND REFLECTING
6 Briefly Share Writing and Reflect on Curiosity

Ask partners to talk briefly about what they wrote about today. Ask 
them to be ready to share with the class what their partners wrote about.

After a moment, signal for the students’ attention and ask:

Q What did your partner write about today?

Q What did your partner write that you are curious to know more about?

Have a few volunteers share with the class.

EXTENSION
Read More from The Technology Behind Amazing 
Built Structures
Consider reading and discussing other chapters from The Technology 
Behind Amazing Built Structures with your students. As a class, use 
the table of contents to select chapters of high interest to read about 
and discuss. Allow the students’ curiosity to guide the reading and 
discussion.

You might obtain other titles from The Technology Behind series for 
interested students to explore.

Technology Tip
If time permits, invite students to 
go online to explore the links in the 
“Web Watch” text boxes. Have them 
report back to the class about what 
they learned. You might also have the 
students create blog posts about what 
they learned and invite their classmates 
to comment on them.
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In this lesson, the students:
 •Hear, read, and discuss expository nonfiction

 •Explore nonfiction topics

 •Write about what they learned and what they are curious about

 •Share materials fairly

 •Assess how a solution is working and modify it, if necessary

GETTING READY TO WRITE
1 Review Organization in Nonfiction Books

Gather the class with partners sitting together, facing you. Show the 
covers of If the World Were a Village, The Technology Behind Everyday 
Appliances, and The Technology Behind Amazing Built Structures, and 
remind the students that they heard parts of these nonfiction books 
earlier in the week.

Review that the authors of these books use different methods to 
organize and present the information. In If the World Were a Village, the 
author writes about the whole world as if it were a village of 100 people. 
In The Technology Behind Everyday Appliances and The Technology Behind 
Amazing Built Structures, the author uses a question-and-answer format.

Tell the students that today you will read part of another nonfiction 
book. Invite them to think as they listen about how the information in 
this book is organized.

2 Read Aloud and Discuss Parts of A Teen Guide to 
Being Eco in Your Community
Show the cover of A Teen Guide to Being Eco in Your Community and read 
the title and the author’s name aloud. Explain that being eco means 
“doing things that are good for the environment,” such as recycling. 
Show the back cover and read the three bulleted items aloud. Ask and 
briefly discuss:

Q After hearing the back-cover blurb, what do you think this book is going  
to be about?

Show the table of contents and read a few of the chapter titles aloud.

Show the glossary on pages 52–53 and explain that you will use the 
glossary to define words as you read parts of the book. Read pages 4–5 
and 8–9 aloud, slowly and clearly, showing the photographs and pointing 
out features (such as text boxes, headings, diagrams, and captions) as 

Materials
 •A Teen Guide to Being Eco in Your 
Community

 •The Technology Behind Amazing 
Built Structures from Day 3

 •The Technology Behind Everyday 
Appliances from Day 2

 • If the World Were a Village from 
Day 1

 •Student Writing Handbook  
page 51

 •Expository nonfiction books, 
magazine articles, and other 
written materials about a 
variety of topics, collected 
ahead

 •“Writing Time” chart (WA3)

 •“Class Assessment Record” 
sheet (CA1)

Teacher Note
If necessary, explain that a glossary is 
a “list of words that the author defines 
for the reader.” You might also point out 
that the words in the glossary are listed 
in alphabetical order.

Exploring Nonfiction Day 4
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you read them. Define the words in bold type as you read by turning to 
the glossary on pages 52–53 and showing and reading the definitions. If 
necessary, clarify other vocabulary as you read.

Suggested Vocabulary
standby mode: when a computer, TV, or other device is not completely  
on or off and is still using electricity (p. 8)

ELL Vocabulary
English Language Learners may benefit from hearing additional 
vocabulary defined, including:
impact: effect (p. 4)
world’s resources: natural materials such as water and coal (p. 4)
enormous: very big (p. 4)
embrace: accept and enjoy (p. 8)

Ask and briefly discuss:

Q What did you find out as you listened to today’s reading?

Q What were you curious about as you listened to the reading?

Show the table of contents again and ask the students to turn to  
Student Writing Handbook page 51, where the page is reproduced. Point 
out that the author organized most of the information about being  
eco-friendly into smaller topics, or subtopics, within two larger topics: 
“Your Community” and “Your School.” Point out that one subtopic 
within “Your Community” is “Energy, Water, and Waste,” which you  
read about today. Ask and briefly discuss:

Q What other subtopics within the topic “Your Community” does the author 
write about in this book?

Q What subtopics does the author write about within the topic  
“Your School”?

Explain that you will read aloud again from A Teen Guide to Being Eco in 
Your Community tomorrow.

3 Discuss Nonfiction Sources
Explain that, beginning today, all of the students will focus on reading 
and writing nonfiction during Writing Time. Tell them that later in the 
unit, each pair of students will select one topic to research in detail and 
will write an informational report about it to share with the class. To 
prepare, the students will spend the rest of this week and next week 
exploring different nonfiction topics they are curious about.

Emphasize that the students should not become attached to any 
particular topic at this point; the goal for the next week is to explore 
many different topics rather than any one topic in depth.



Being a Writer™ Sample Lesson, Grade 6 © Center for the Collaborative Classroom collaborativeclassroom.org

Expository Nonfiction • Genre OWeek 1 ODay 4  427

Direct the students’ attention to the nonfiction books and materials 
you have collected. Explain that the students may explore these texts as 
well as any others they might find (for example, at the library or on the 
Internet) about topics that interest them. Explain that the students will 
need to share these books and materials over the coming weeks; ask:

Q What will we need to do to share these books and materials fairly?

Q If someone is reading a book you want to look at, what can you do?

Q If you are reading a book someone else is interested in, what can you do to 
share it fairly?

Encourage the students to try the methods they suggested for sharing 
the materials fairly. Tell them you will check in with them at the end of 
the lesson to see how they did.

Explain how you will distribute the materials, and then have partners sit 
together at desks.

WRITING TIME
4 Read Nonfiction Texts

Have the students spend 15–20 minutes browsing the nonfiction 
materials and reading about topics they are curious about. Interested 
students might visit the school library or search online. Be ready to 
assist the students with thinking of different subjects they are interested 
in and finding information about those topics.

5 Write About Nonfiction Reading
Call for the students’ attention and have them close their books and 
other materials. Ask and briefly discuss:

Q When reading today, what did you notice about how the information is 
organized?

Q What did you find out from your reading, and what are you curious about? 
[pause] Turn to your partner.

Have the students open their notebooks to the next blank page. Display 
the “Writing Time” chart (  WA3) and have the students work silently 
on the charted tasks for 5–10 minutes.

WA3
Writing Time
 •Write one or two interesting things you found out about  
a topic today.
 •Write one or two things you are curious about.
 •Add any new topics that interest you in your writing  
ideas section.

Teacher Note
Some options for distributing the 
nonfiction books and materials are:

 •While the class is still gathered, read 
some of the book topics aloud and 
hand books to the students who show 
interest in those topics.

 •Lay the materials out on a table and 
call groups to come and browse.

 •Expand the nonfiction area of 
the classroom library and invite 
the students to browse and help 
themselves.

 •Place a selection of materials in several 
baskets and rotate the baskets among 
table groups over the coming days.

 E ELL Note
Consider finding nonfiction texts written 
in your students’ primary languages.

Teacher Note
As the students work, ask individuals 
what they notice about how information 
is organized in the texts they are 
reading.

Teacher Note
Note that Writing Time is shortened for 
the next few days to accommodate the 
reading of nonfiction texts.
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As the students write, walk around and observe them, assisting students 
as needed.

CLASS ASSESSMENT NOTE

Observe the students and ask yourself:
 •Are the students able to write about things they have learned or are 
curious about?

If you notice many students struggling to write, call for their attention and 
model writing as a class. Call on a volunteer to report what he read about, 
interesting things he learned, and things he is curious about. Record this 
information where everyone can see it. After modeling, have the students 
resume writing on their own for a few more minutes.

Record your observations on the “Class Assessment Record” sheet (CA1); 
see page 98 of the Assessment Resource Book.

Signal to let the students know when Writing Time is over.

Ask the students to return the nonfiction materials they read today so 
others can read them tomorrow.

SHARING AND REFLECTING
6 Reflect on Writing and Sharing Materials Fairly

Invite interested students to read aloud what they wrote today in their 
notebooks. Ask and briefly discuss questions such as:

Q What topics did you explore today?

Q What are you curious about after your reading and writing?

Q What did you do to share the materials fairly today? How did that work?

Q What problems, if any, are we still having with sharing materials fairly? 
What else can we do to avoid those problems next time?

Teacher Note
Keep the collection of expository 
nonfiction texts available for the 
students’ use throughout this unit.
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In this lesson, the students:
 •Hear, read, and discuss expository nonfiction

 •Explore how information is organized and presented

 •Write about what they learned and what they are curious about

 •Share materials fairly

 •Assess how a solution is working and modify it if necessary

GETTING READY TO WRITE
1 Gather and Briefly Review

Gather the class with partners sitting together, facing you. Show 
the cover and table of contents of A Teen Guide to Being Eco in Your 
Community. Ask:

Q What do you remember about A Teen Guide to Being Eco in Your 
Community?

Q How is the information organized and presented in this book?

If necessary, review that A Teen Guide to Being Eco in Your Community 
describes various ways in which young people can be “eco,” or 
environmentally friendly. The information in the book is organized  
into subtopics (smaller topics) within the larger topics of “Your 
Community” and “Your School.”

Explain that today the students will hear information about three 
different subtopics in the book, specifically “A Healthy Neighborhood,” 
which is a subtopic within the “Your Community” section, and “Cutting 
Waste: Simple Tips” and “Eco-Friendly Food,” both of which are 
subtopics within the “Your School” section. Encourage the students to 
think as they listen about what they are curious about.

2 Read Aloud Parts of A Teen Guide to Being Eco in 
Your Community
Read pages 20–22, 32–35, and 38–40, pointing out text features (such 
as diagrams, charts, and captions). Clarify vocabulary in bold type as you 
read by turning to the glossary on pages 52–53 and showing and reading 
the definitions. If necessary, clarify other vocabulary as you read.

Materials
 •A Teen Guide to Being Eco in Your 
Community from Day 4

 •“Topics We Want to Know More 
About” chart from Day 3 and a 
marker

 •Collected nonfiction texts

 •“Writing Time” chart (WA3) 
from Day 4

Exploring Nonfiction Day 5
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Suggested Vocabulary
sponsor: support or help (p. 22)
additives: chemicals (p. 40)

ELL Vocabulary
English Language Learners may benefit from hearing additional 
vocabulary defined, including:
drop litter: leave trash on the ground (p. 20)
unrealistic: not likely to happen (p. 20)
ruined: destroyed (p. 22)
reuse: use again (p. 34)
creatively: by using your imagination (p. 34)
stay hydrated: get enough to drink (p. 40)

3 Discuss the Reading and Generate  
Nonfiction Topics
Ask and briefly discuss:

Q What were you curious about as you listened to the reading?

Students might say:

“ I’m curious about rooftop gardens. The book told about how big cities, 
like Tokyo, Japan, are starting rooftop gardens where people can grow 
food and relax.”

“ I’m curious about the movement to get rid of single-use plastic stuff, 
like straws or bottled water.”

“ I’m curious about organic farming and why it doesn’t use chemical 
fertilizers.”

“ I’m curious about which is better, bottled water or tap water.”

Point out that in this book, the author describes various environmental 
issues and explores different “eco-friendly” things that teens can do to 
help solve them. Explain that the students can also write nonfiction that 
deals with environmental issues in the world and how they might be 
solved.

Use “Think, Pair, Share” to discuss:

Q What environmental issues in the world are you curious about, and what 
might you want to find out about those issues? [pause] Turn to your 
partner.
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After a moment, ask volunteers to report their suggestions and record 
them on the “Topics We Want to Know More About” chart.

Topics We Want to Know 
More About

− World hunger: Why do many people not have 
enough food?

− Malaria: What is malaria, and why is it a big 
problem in parts of the world?

− Drinking water: Why don’t some people have 
safe water to drink, and what can be done to 
solve this?

− Energy sources: How does wind energy work?

− Cell phones: Who invented them, and how do 
they work?

− The Gateway Arch in St. Louis: How was it 
designed and built?

− Conserving water: What can people do to use 
less water?

− Air pollution: How does it affect the 
environment?

− Trash: What happens to it after we throw 
it away?

Explain that during Writing Time today the students may look for 
information about environmental issues they are curious about, or they 
may explore other nonfiction topics that interest them. Encourage them, 
as they read, to notice how authors choose to organize and present 
information. Remind them of your expectations regarding the handling 
of collected materials, and remind them of any solutions they proposed 
yesterday for sharing the materials more fairly. Tell them you will check 
in with them later to see how they did.

Teacher Note
Save the “Topics We Want to Know More 
About” chart to use in Week 2.
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WRITING TIME
4 Read Nonfiction Texts

Have the students get their notebooks and pencils and sit at desks 
with partners together. Have them spend 15–20 minutes browsing the 
nonfiction materials and reading about topics they are curious about. 
Interested students might visit the school library or search online. Be 
ready to assist the students with thinking about topics and finding 
information about them.

5 Write About Nonfiction Reading
Call for the students’ attention and have them close their books and 
other materials. Ask and briefly discuss:

Q When reading today, what did you notice about how the information is 
organized?

Q What did you find out from your reading, and what are you curious to 
know more about? [pause] Turn to your partner.

Have the students open their notebooks to the next blank page. Display 
the “Writing Time” chart (  WA3) and have the students work silently 
on the charted tasks for 5–10 minutes.

WA3
Writing Time
 •Write one or two interesting things you found out about  
a topic today.
 •Write one or two things you are curious about.
 •Add any new topics that interest you in your writing  
ideas section.

As the students write, walk around and observe them, assisting students 
as needed. Signal to let the students know when Writing Time is over.

Teacher Note
As the students work, ask individuals 
what they notice about how information 
is organized in the texts they are 
reading.
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SHARING AND REFLECTING
6 Reflect on Writing and Sharing Materials Fairly

Ask and briefly discuss questions such as:

Q What environmental issues or other nonfiction topics did you  
explore today?

Q What did you do to share the materials fairly today? How did that work?

Q What problems, if any, are we still having with sharing materials fairly? 
What can we do to avoid those problems next time?

Explain that next week the students will continue to explore different 
topics they are curious about. Later in this unit, each pair of students 
will select a topic to research in detail and then write a report about it 
and share their report with the class.


