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SOCIAL SKILLS INSTRUCTION
Helping students to develop socially and ethically is a key feature of the Collaborative Literacy 
suite. In each program, social skills are taught, reinforced, and reflected upon as students work 
in pairs, in small groups, and as a class. The “Social Skills Taught Across Programs by Grade” 
table below shows the social skills taught in each Collaborative Literacy program by grade.

CONSIDERATIONS
Listed below are a few tips to consider as you think about your social skills instruction in 
each program.

 • Social skills are taught when developmentally appropriate. Many skills are formally 
introduced in the primary grades and then reviewed and expanded upon in the upper 
grades. Other social skills are taught only in grades 3–5.

 • Many skills, such as “Takes turns talking and listening” and “Works responsibly,” 
appear in each of the programs. Other skills are program-specific. For example, the skill 
“Confer in pairs responsibly about their writing” appears only in Being a Writer.

 • Once a particular social skill has been introduced in a program, consider paring back on 
the instruction and reflection of that skill when you come to it in another program.

 • Many social skills are developed through partner work. We recommend having 
different partnerships for each program. If you wish to keep the same partnerships 
across programs, pick one program to guide you for when to have the students change 
partnerships. Be aware that, in this scenario, the timing for switching partners in the 
other programs may not be ideal.

 • For information about assessing social skills in multiple programs, see “Assessment” 
on page 23.

Social Skills Taught Across Programs by Grade

Social Skill Making 
Meaning

Being a 
Writer

Being a 
Reader

Participates in partner work and class discussions K–5 K–5 K–2

Follows classroom procedures K–5 K–5 K–2

Uses “Turn to Your Partner” and “Think, Pair, Share” K–5 K–5 K–2

Listens respectfully to others K–5 K–5 K–2

Acts considerately toward others K–5 K–5 K–2

Reflects on own behavior K–5 K–5 K–2

Takes responsibility for learning and behavior K–5 K–5 K–2

Takes turns talking and listening K–5 K–5 K–2
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Social Skill Making 
Meaning

Being a 
Writer

Being a 
Reader

Works responsibly K–5 K–5 K–2

Shares partner’s thinking with the class K–5 K–5 K–1

Speaks clearly so others can hear K–1 K–5 K–2

Discusses opinions and gives feedback respectfully 4–5 K–5 1–2

Handles materials responsibly and shares materials fairly K–5 K–2

Explains thinking 1–5 K–5 1–2

Build on one another’s thinking during class or small-group discussions 2–5 K–5 1–2

Gives reasons to support thinking 1–3 K–5 1–2

Gives reasons for opinions 4–5 K–5 1–2

Agrees and disagrees in a caring, respectful way 3–5 K–5 1–2

Uses discussion prompts 2–5 1–5 1–2

Asks for and receives feedback about own writing 3–5 1–5 1–2

Gives feedback in a helpful way 3–5 1–5

Respectfully discusses and solves problems that arise while working with others 4–5 K–5

Gives full attention to people who are speaking K–5 K–5

Asks others questions about their writing 4–5 K–5

Contributes ideas that are different from other people’s ideas K–3

Uses “Think, Pair, Write” 3–5

Asks clarifying questions 3–5

Uses clarifying statements 4–5

Uses “Heads Together” and “Group Brainstorming” 4–5

Includes everyone in and contributes to the group work 4–5

Reaches agreement before making decisions K–5

Confer in pairs responsibly about their writing 2–5

Use the prompt “I found out” to express interest in one another’s writing K–2
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